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Since 1974 the Southern Rural' Development Center has 
.provided support staff for capacity building and inno- 
vative programming for the experiment stations and 
extension services of. 28 land-grant universities in 13 
Southern states Snd Puerto Rico. As one of. four ^ 
regional rur^l development ^enjers in the nation, the 
SROC focuses specifically on the rural problems v of 
the Southern region and receives funding through 
USDA— Extension Service and Cooperative State 
Research Service. ~7Hthougfr located at Mississippi 
State University, the Southern Center is jointly spon- 
sored by Alcorn State University and Mississippi State.* 
, Both universities £re, representative of a larger net- 
work of land-grant colleges and univ£**€Rtes. 

With the enactment of the MorrillXct pf*1862, the. 
. - Federal government established/a land- grant institu- 
tion in each state^to educate cilizens in the fields of 
Agriculture, hQme economics, the mechanic arts, and , . 
other useful professions. A sepond Morrill Act was 
passed in 1890 specifically to suppd^black land-grant 
institutions. These coljege^and universities hav^l^ 
generally been re'ferrecTto through the, years as "the 
1862 institutions" and "Jhe 1890 institutions." Each of 
- these' institutions supplements classroom teaching with 
a committment to re$eaflphiand community service within 
a state.,, ' ^ \\ /\ ' , . } 

AJarge part of the research, committment of land-grant % 
institutions is cartried through the agricultural expert - 

\men^ stations at each university* The service totomittment,, 
on theother hand, is perhaps best represented* by the 
efforts of the extension service. Both the experiment 
stations and extension services of theiand-grartt system 
takfe pride in theWitributions each haS made to the 
reVitalizatidn and improved quality of life experienced 
by the South in recent years. As part of thfe support 

* sfaff for the Southern experiment stations a hcj ^tension 
service's, the Southern Center has contributed to these 
revitaiteation efforts through-support oKrural development 
prpgrams aod research at land-gram in£titutic>ns thr^gh- 

^out the South'. • * v 



The Southern denier exists to p.rovide the* best pos- ^ 
sible information and' assistance to extension-and w * 
research staffs throughout the SoUth as they respond * ^ 
to rural development* needs in local communities. This 
IS accomplished through such means as the following: 

i . ' 

1, Provide a central point for regional infbr- 
( , mation' gathering, interpretation, analysis 

and dissemination* * 

2\* Communicate research findings and successful 
* extenstfJn programming ideas through con- 
ferences, workshops, seminars and publications. 

3- Serve as a linkirvg mechanism for improved . 
communication .betWeeh states, 

*■ ■ 

. \ if. Facilitate interaction between research and 
extension^ personnel. 

5. Provide staff training at regional and sfcib- - 
regional levels. , - 

6. Provide funding for development of programming 
ideas with widespread regional application. 

Effective regional participation is a critical factor , 
in the success of th>e Southern Rural Development | 
Center. While the Center is physically located at 
Mississippi State University, the organizationaLstrucc * 
ture has been designed to permit active involvement 
of dther states in program determination. To insure the 
opportunity for strong regional participation, three 
elements have been includecp^ the basic organizational 
concept. t 

First, the composition of the Board of Directors >has 
been designed to include membership from not only 
1862 and 1890 institutions but- also members from both 
the experiment stations and extension services through- 
out the South and a representative of the private sector 
within the region. §f »-* - 

Second , the Southern Community Development 
Committee includes representatives from each of the 
' Southern states and^sery£& In an advisory* role for 
determining prdgram needs, program direction anch 
program implementation. ^ - 
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Third , the Center funds and provides appropriate sup- 
port to teams of researchers and educators from several 
universities in, a combined effort to concentrate on one ^ 
pressing problem facing theVural South. Through a 
series of projects in such areas as small farm operations, 
health care, industrialization, *etc. , t$e Center estab/ 
lishes regional cooperation in synthesizing and \ 
disseminating rpaearch knowledge about critical rural 
needs and pinpoints the most effective rural programs 
of each state. V - * 

In addition to. these specific cooicdinative mechanisms, 
contacts are regularly made with numerous other, 
regional groups concerned with rural development, e*g.,^ 
the Southern Extension Public Affairs Committee, the 
SoutherrkXrowth Policies Board, and f ennessee Valley 
Authority. , 4 

The Southern Center has been instrumental iy increasing 
extension comrtiuni cation and joint programming by 
bringing experts across state, lines and from various 
disciplines ta focus on problems common to the 13 
Southern states arid Puerto Rico. SRDC projects funded* 
through the Extension Service during 1981 include the . 
following: 4 

SOllTHERN REGIO N BUSINESS MANAGEMENT NETWORK 

-. 1 \ ■ . 

The Southern Region Business "Management Network 
was approved by the SRDC in May to facilitate business 
management extension programming in the Southern states. 
The problems faced by businessmen--particularly owners 
of nonmetropolitan small businesses— are similar across 
the entire nation,, and extension programming needs in 
this area are consequently similar from-state to state. .• . 
This opens the opportunity for .cooperative program 
development between the- states/ The-Southern Business 
Management Network was formed to compliment the 
efforts of.the. North Central Region Business Management 
InteresONetwork formed by Dr. Kenneth Stone" from' v . 
Iowa State University. Both networks shaVe the basic 
purpose of developing and/or sharing business manage- 
ment extension programming materials. . 

The Southern : network is directed by Dr. Dennis U. 
Fisher, extension economist in business development, 
for Texas A..5 M University. Network members include , 
Dr. James R. Nelson, Oklphoma State University; - 
Dr. Charles Tillman, Alcorn State University; and 
•Mr. Randy William?, University of Georgia. 



Several activities have bhen pursued since the network 
was established. First, the network identified who 
would serve as contacts for collection and dis.semhnatiorr- 
of extension business management programming materials 
in each of the /I3 Southern states. This list was com- 
pleted in September but will be expanded to include 
an even larger listing of universal? contacts providing 
business management training. In severaf states, 
engineering^extension services or extension services 
Associated with the business schools ara providing 
business training for nonmetropolitan businesses. An 
expanded list of,contacts will identify 'these programs m 
and the materials available and will insure'circulation 
of that material to the appropriate professionals • \ 

Second, the USDA approved a proposal submitted\by 
the network for the development of a video tape designed 
to accomplish the folloj/ving objectives: (1) define mpte 
clearly the role of extension small, business management 
education programs, (2) stimulate interest among 
extension specialists^agents, leaders, and administrators 
irr responding to the needs of the small business clientele, 

(3) identify the steps involved in establishing a small . 
business management education program within an 
extension programming unit (i.e., county, area, state), 

(4) illustrate successful small business management 
education programs that emphasize the need, importance, 
methodologies and possible results in this area of work y 

# 

Thrrd, the* network developed a proposal for a special 
needs project and submitted it to the USDA. The 
project is designed to develop computerized i^anagement 
or planning aids to assist small businesses. Specifically, 
microcomputer -software will be designed tt> (1) develop 
a business operating plan for whole firms and for indi- 
vidual, enterprises withfrf firms, (2^ evaluate the 
feasibility of new firms or new enterprises wj£hin an 
existing firm, and (3) predict financial- needs and develop 
financing plans and proposals. This computer 'software 
would be designed for use in small business management 
extension education prpgrams.- 

Fourth^Dr^ Fisher and D/\ Nelson participated in two 
meetings of the North Central Business Management * 
Interest Network assisting in identifying educational 
materials needs, /selecting. topics for materials develop- 
ment antf assisting network members, with writing. that 
material. Information on the membership and. activities 
of thejiorth Cen,traLBusFne$s Management Information 
Network was 'circulated to business^management con*-* 
tacts Jn the 13 Southern states. . \ t 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT DECISION-MAKING (GROWTH 

. impact) NETtffgrnr — • ? . 

, • . . A national population shift to the Sunbelt has Resulted 

. in rapid' (and often unplanned) economic growth in many. * 
parts of the SoutjiL^Many growth areas within* the 
region have encountered enormous strains on their > 
capacity to serve enlarging communities. Inadequate 
water supplies, sewer lines and schools become common 
occurrences in these communities, and local officials" 
' . * • struggle to meet the demand for housing, police and 

^ \ ' % , fire protection, transportation facilities and solid 

waste disposal, 

) . Orijp method of assessing the benefits and bgryctens of 

community growth is a growth impact analysis. This, •« 
, is a computerized tool for local planners and decision- 

% makers to determine beforehand the' impact of various 
/ patterns of growth. Several models have been developed 
for^profecting the economic, demographic, public 
^ 4 service and fiscal impacts of policy decisions contem- v 
* plated by community decision-makers. The Texas 
Assessment Modelling System (TAMS~) and the South 
Carolina Impact Model (SCIM) are only two examples 
of these models,. * 

' The Southern Center 'established this network to 
identify state, extension services successfully using a 
computer impact analysis and then to determine a 
method for transferring these computer models to 
other Southern states. Nine representatives from seven 
Southern states met in Atlanta September 30 through 
October 2 to assess programs now in use and plan for 
a regional "hands-on" trailing session for effective 
transfer of the computer njodels to all Southern states. 
Yhose attending ttie meed ing' included Dr. Brady Denton 
and Mr. Kevin McNamara, -poth of-V.irginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University; Dr. David U Debertin § 
University of Kentucky; Dr. John, Gordon, University of 
Ftorida; Dr. Lonnie Jones] Texas A 6 M University; ^ 
Dr. Joe s Molnar, Auburn University; Dr. Mike Wise; 
Glemsoh University; Dr. Joe Lanham, USDA; and 
Dr. William W. Linder, Southern Rural Development Center/ 

The workshop participants planned a regionifctraining 
session using the computer facilities. of th<|Wiversity 
of Kentucky during the spring of 1982. ~ 

SOUTHERN RUR/U. AND AGRICULTURAL 
CRlMS EDUCATION NETWoW ' 

In the past, crime hks been thought of as a "city ' 
problem/ 1 but In the last decade the percentage # 
increase lrt*the total crime4ndex for rural areas has 



exceeded .that for urban a^as by 43 percent. The 
extensfoh services in many Southern states have ajready 
begun to respond to this increasing concern about 
rural crime. As the states develop educational pro- 
grams in the area of rural and agricultural crime, the 
need to share experiences -and learning materials 
becomes even more important. / ... 

■ v. » 

Ae Southern Center named Dr. J. r Douglas McAlister 
of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
as a Center associate to direct the efforts of^the Rural 
' and Agricultural Crime feducation Network. Other , 
rietwork'"members will be selected from throughout the 
regiorUQ^work with Dr. , McAlister, Dr. O.W. Cupdiff 
of VPlWi Mr. Harold Wright, policy systems specialist 
with the Virginia Division of Justice and Crime Pre- 
vehtion. • 

^The network objectives include (1) inventorying / 
existing educational programs in rural and agricul- 
tural crime (including learning materials' and resource 
persons) and distributing this information to the 13 
Southern states, (2). descrjbina'and sharing experiences 
and learning materials which were results of the forma- 

. tion of the Virginia Cr^me Prevention Coalition, (3) devel 
oping and testing prototype seminars' in the areas of 
vandalism and personal protection, and (-4) surveying 
each Southern state CRD leader and chief law enforce- 

• merit officer to determine needs ancj interest in rural., 
and agricultural crime education programs* 

By sharing information regarding the role of the 
extension service in forming the Virginia Crime 
Prevention .Coalition, the network .hopes to highlight 
a successful approach to crime prevention education 
that can be implemented by any state. In addition, the 
network*bas planned the first in a series of two work-, 
shops which also will serve as prototypes for other • 
states seeking an educational approach to the problems 
- of vandalism and personal protection in the rural areas. 
The workshop is scheduled for March 16-* 18, 1982, at 
Virginia Beach and is targeted to Teach nearly 100 
key leaders ib the area of extension CRD; government 
♦crime prevention offices, law enforcement agencies, 
industrial security divisions,, military security, and 
agency heads (e. g, ; Association of Retired. Persons, 
state teachers organization). A proceedings of these 
conferences will make the program and a listing\of • 
resource materials available to each of the 13 Southern , 
states. T ' , s 
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♦ ^ * ^ COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVES. PROGRAM % , 1 

\ * * (CIRCUIT RIDER)' \ ' ~ s v r: . . * - - 

^ • • The SRDC continued to underwrite about 50 percent • s 

of the expenses of a circuit-rider -for theCommunity . ,-' . 
^ Technology Initiatives P.rograin (CTIP)/ to test one of m 
, ^. •' the models being developed. - The SRDC portion of the v ' ' 

funding is deri veld- frotor both extension and researich * ^ 
* " ' " .fund's.' This* project is^designed to. demonstrate the 9 

"linking 11 capacity of-the USDA— Exten^on /Research' 
" ' ' network with Public Technology , Inc. (PTI) ' 

Involving Federal, laboratories and the National '• \ 
Science Foundation. PTI provides program management 
' ' .. for CTIP, which has seven circuit-riders. Gary Holland, 

. , who fills the circuit rider position 'partially funded by .>.'•". 

the SRDC, is located in Stillwater, Oklahoma, but ; 
.• * - serves in addition to Stillwater the cities of'Bryan, 

Texas; Ola'yjton, Missouri ; N and Ottawa, Kans$s. ** 
, ~ < • , , " , <. . . 

SRDC PROJECTS- • -Before educational programs can 6e developed toYmeet . 'y 
' RESEARCH ' the critical needs of the rural areas, research is .~ 

, - 4 ' often necessary to determine s\jch questions as the . . 

f „' * effectiveness of a particular approach, the extent of j^N 

• • need in a .problem area, and the alternatives available 1 ♦ » 
.* ' in a programming effort. Rural development research- O 
5'' * undertaken by the Southern. Center has tended to «be 

more applied than basic and is often the foundation t 
fr, < .for development of training programs within the states. 

< v In *he eight-'y ear history-of the Southern" Center, one 

of the basic, purposes tiaS always* been to provide the 
best possible information and assistance to research - > 
staffs of land^grant universities concerned with the 
problems of our rural ana agricultural areas. Research 
projects funded by the Southern Center dilrihg 1981 \\ 

included the, following: * * , v 



USE/VALUE AS SESSMENT 0> AGRICULTURAL-IUnDS * 
IN THE SOUTH: ■ POLICIES AND P/ROBLEMT ^ ~ 



/ . State legislatures throughout the South are reviewing 
. V « % ~ , faxing policies related to agricultural property as a meahs 

4. '• * * * of halting the rapid dedine^of agricultural land.' f 

Legislators and other public policy decision-makers, 
want information on use/vahje approaches to % the". ' 
appraisal of "agri'culturaNands for consideration of ^ 
■ / " optimum taxation strategies. * . 
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Pamela H. Rbdgers, a research associate with the 
Southern Center, is directing the SRDC project to 
identify policies within the 13 Southern states in 
relation* to property tax and agricultural land. .In " 
addition., this research project-will seek to determine' 
the impact of these taxipg policies on slowing the. ~ 
conversion of agricultural land to urban usage >ln the 
Southern states, 

-. : - ■ • • ; -V , . ' • v ' 
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Additional funding was obtained from the Southern 
Economic Development Internship Program for two 
part-time student researchers to assist in data col- 
lection and report writing. As a result, -the project 
has completed a study of North Carolina, Virginia and 
Florida* A review of the remaining 10 Southern states 
•and collection of .updated materials reflecting legisla- 
tive changes enacted during the fall of 1981 is 
expected to be completed by June 30, 1982, and made 
available to legislators anfl public policy decision-makers. 

RURAL GRIME IN FLORIDA: A VICTIMIZATION STUDY 

Of The rUrAl'nQnfARM population r— " 

The rural crime problem has a major impact upon all 
sectors of bur rural communities including agriculture, 
education, housing, business, industry, and parks and 
recreation. The purpose of this victimization study is 
to develop systematic information on the extent and 
pattern of rural crime* The research study will compre- 
hensively examine the extent and pattern of criminal 
victimization occurring in rural Florida and use this 
analysis in developing rural crime prevention programs. 
The specific objective! of the project are the following: 

• Objective 1: To conduct a crime victimization 
survey of the rural nonfarm population, •*> 

Objective 2 : To examine trends in rural crime 
rates and thQ relationship between thes<* trends and the 
geographic and socioeconomic characteristics of counties. 

Objective 3 : To develop situational analyses of 
rural crime utilizing the data collected in objective 1 
6nd focusing upon situational' variables such as the 
socioeconomic t^iaracteri sties of victims and nonvictims, * 
behavioral patterns of residents, regarding crime pre- 
vention, ecoldgical patterns of rural criminal victimiza- 
tion, and the social and economic impacts of criminal 
victimization on the rural, population. . 

• Objective 4 : To develop rural crimtf.prevehtion 
mod&s?based upon the situational analysis and trends. 

■ - # ... 

• Objective 5 : To initiate a rural crime research 
interest network among Southern tendrgrapt univer- 
sities and to consult with and disseminate findings to 
this network: V , 1 . 

* • « * . 

Dr. KeittvA- Carter of the University of Florida directs 
the rural crime project. Dr. Carter has developed a 
Rural Crime Research Interest Network of 12 researchers 
from' 7 Southern states. In addition, he has identified 
four persqns'with interests in extensiorr/rural crime 



prevention rather than research. Researchers serving 
on the Research interest Network include Dr. Lionel 
J* Beaulieu, University of Florida; Joseph F. Donnermeyer, 
National Rural CHm*f : Prevention Center ;*Dr. Joseph 
Havlicek, Viiiginia'Tech; Dr. Mathew Zingraff, North. 
Carolina State University; Dr. Elizabeth Suval, North 
Carolina State,Universify; Dr. John Dunkelberge/,, 
Auburn University; Dr. Donald E. Voth, University of 
Arkansas; Dr, David McGran?han, EDD-ERS-USDA; 
Dr. Charles R« Swanson Jr., University of Georgia; 
Dr. Quentin Jenkins, Louisiana State University; and s 
Dr. Bill ^arkston, Louisiana State University. Extension 
liaisons include Dr. Douglas McAlister, Virginia Tech; 
Dr,. Robert J. Soileau, Louisiana State University; 
Dr. John L. Leinhardt, University of Arkansas; aweK 
Dr. Fred Cross, Texas ASM University. 

The progress of the "research project includes comple- 
tion of a draft questionnaire which will be pretested 
prior to data collection In preparing the sampling ^ 
frame, the researchers concluded tlfcat 'the survey 
sample sholild be selected from residents of 33 rural 
counties. A county, for^e purpose of this study, 
could be defined «s rurallf (1) it did not have an 
incorporated community over 50,000 jn population, and 
(2) its population density was below the median popula- 
tion density for the state. 

The size of the sample from each county will be pro- 
portioned to that county's proportion of the total . 
population of the 33 counties. The researchers examined 
alternative sampling framed common to all 33 counties and 
decided that the list of licensed drivers for each county 
was most appropriate. This sampling frame allows the 
^selection of a stratified random sample with strata^ 
based on the variables of age, sex and race. To accom- 
plish thfs task, the research group collected data on the 
age^ sex and racial structure of the 33 counties. The 
/Sample will be selected to reflect these demographic 
*structur;§s. 

In addftion to work on the questionnaire and sampling * 
frame, Dr. Carter initiated an analysis of crime rate ~ 5 
trends in rural Florida. The finalanalysis will be 
prepared in the form of a paper foif presentation, at the 
198B meeting of the Rural Spciofogy Section of the 
-Southern Association of Agricultural Scientists. As 
a resuftb^Jhe forri/ation of the Rural Crimfe Research 
Interest Net5?5?lC^r/ Carter was able, to organize a 
rural crime session to be conducted at the 1982 
SAAS meeting* Possibilities for a Southern Regional 
Research Project will be discussed at that time. 
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Dr. Carter attended the Annual "Help Stop Crime!" / 
Conference Oct. 12-14 in Tampa. Sponsored by the 
governor's "Help Stop Crime!" committee, the conference 
featured topics difectly related to the research 
being developed by Dr. -Carter at that time. 

IMPACT OF PEREC ULATIPN ON RURAL BANKING 
AND CREDIT - 

As deregulation takes place in the banking industry, 
small rural banks may experience a significant impact 
on their sources and uses of funds. Such an occurrence 
would gKeatly affect the availabWty of financial resources 
to rural; farm and non-farm businesses, locah governments 
and rural consumers. To determine whet her j^ifnot 
rural bSfTks and rural communities would be/£dversely 
affected' byNderegulation, the Southern Center initiated 
a research project under the direction of/Or. J. CO. 
Nyaftkori'of fclemson University. Th^objectives of 
*the project include the following*: 

Objective 1 : Elicit lender's expectations to changes 
in the elements of the financial market strueUire pro- - 
vided for the Depository Institution a\id Monetary % 
Deregulation Act pf 1980. 

Objective*^ ; Identify and characterize sdurces a|n<± 
terms of credit for rural bbrrow^rs. \ 

Objective 3 : Evaluate the magnitude and direction 
of rural deposits and debt capital flow in the retail 
and wholesale financial markets. Specific emphasis^ 
will be on the following: * ^ ft * 

A* Extr*a and alternative commercial sources 
"of credit for rural Borrowers. 

B. The mix of credit terms to rural borrowers. . 

C. T^ie relative cost of obtaining loans. 

Dr. Nyankori Began the project by acquiring and com- 
puterizing income and condition data supplied by 'the ^ 
FOIC for alj South Carolina banks. He developed 
mail questionnaire as a survey instrument tcf elicit # 
bankers 1 ^espa^es to the deregulation, and ,then 
conducted thct mail survey.\ From the collected data, ' 
Dr. Nyankori prepared a statistical summary. The 
work of the project will continue in 1,982 as Dr. m / 

Nyankori focuses on the modeling and parameterization' 
of the expectation profile suggested by the sur\tey 
data. The results will be placed into a comprehensive 
mathematical model designed to characterize and stinrur- 
late the impact of deregulation on rural banking and 
credit, • ^ 



DEVELOPMENT AND TESTING OF A WORKING MODEL 
FOR TRANSFER OF CQMPUTER TECHNOLOGYTO 
COUNTY OFFICIALS 

'Since more local government officials are turning 
to ^computers as a means of providing efficient and 
expedient services to area residents, this project 
has' combined personnel from three land-grant 
universities in a cooperative effort to develop and 
test a working model for transfer of computer tech- 
nology to county officials. Directed, by Dr. Gerald 
Doeksen of Oklahoma State University, the project 
tean consists of Dr. Charlie A. Burns, Oklahoma 
State University; Mr. John Scoggins, University of 
Georgia; Barbara Broeckelmarj/ Oklahoma State 
University; and Mary C. Ball, Mississippi State 
\University. 

The project team selected Woodward and Washington 
Covlhties in Oklahoma and Yazoo County Fn Missis- 
sippvas pilot counties for testing of the model. They 
began'by^eyaluating the computer needs of ea^h county 
and assisted county officials in preparing-3-r^quest 
for proposafSyrom computer vendors. Once the . 
proposals were submitted by vendors the project 
team assisted in evaluation of,the proposals and 
helped county officials write the contracts between 
the cbunty and the computer vendors. The team 
then monitored implementation of the county com- 
puter program. 

,With completion of the; project in January 1982, 
Dr. Doeksen will submft (1) an annotated biblio- 
graphy and synthesis df computer studies related 
to county and community governments and (2) a 
guidebook illustrating how computer technology can 
be transferred to other county officials through the - - 
use of the, model developed* and tested in the pilot 
counties. . , 

UNIVERSITY KNOWLEDGE/TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 
AND PUBLIC DECISION-MAKING — — 

The Southern Center recognizes that decision-makers 
faqe an array of alternatives as they plan and implement 
programs which affect the quality of life in rurj>\ commun 
ities. Land-grant universities are uniquely qualified to 
•contribute, to^this decision-making process and yet some 
critics would question the appropriateness of university 
involvement In public sector activities. Regardless of 
such criticism, a trend appears to be developing toward 
greater university participation in public service areas, 
A strong interest seems to exist in the application of • 
scientific knowledge to various types of community pro- 
blems, yet there does not appear to be a well developed 
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and successful pattern of uhiversity researoh utilization 
*by community leaders. 

The Southern Center initiated a project in 1 978 to / 
develop and test an innovative model for providing 
operational research to community decision-makers 
and other, users* Directed by Dr. Carlton R. Sollie 
x>f Mississippi State University, the project produced an 
annotated bibliography in 1 980 pertaining to operati6ns 
research and know ledge transfer. Additional publica- 
tions wefe submitted 'to the Southern Center during 
the 19&1 fiscal year but were not printed and distributed 
until the 19&1-82 fiscal year. These included a synthesis 
and state-of-the-art report overviewing issues and pro- 
blems associated with university involvement in public 
"sector activities and knowledge transfer and two case N 
historfes of university-client system interaction. 
The client system in the first case was a state<*ag£ncy ; 
in the second case, a small city. Both illustrated the 
ability of a university to respond, to different kinds of 
client system needs. * • \ 

As a final activity* of the project, Dr. Solliel completed 
preparations for a formal panel discussion of, this 
topic^t the 1982 meeting of the Rural Sociology Section 
of th^fcouthern Association of Agricultural Scientists. 

ESTIMATING TH^feFFECT^QF COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT UPON COUNT TxQUALlTY OF LIFE " 

Evaluation becomes particularly important in an 
environment of austerity and accountability when public 
investments of any kind must be justified. This is 
especially true when the potential returns to su?h 
investments are complex and difficult to qualify, parti- 
cularly if these returns are almost completely unkown. 
As a result, a variety of "soft 11 investments such as 
community resource development in the extension ^service 
or capacity bmilding efforts aimed at rural commi/nities * 
and rural leaders become especially hard to justify even 
thojjgh their returns may be substantial. 

The objectives of this project are aimed toward helping 
provide more quantifiable and /or more comparative 
data on which rural development pro'grams can be eval- 
uated and supported. Specific objectives arenas 
follows: * >, > 

Objective 1 : Develop measures pf county quality pf 
life which are susceptible to change by CRD efforts. 

Objective 2 : Develop measures'of CRD i'mputs on 
county- by-county basis* > 



Objective 3 : Estimate the efforts that CRD inputs 
have had upon county quality of life over time. ' 

This project is under the direction of Dr t Donald fc. Voth 
of the University of Arkansas. Although data collection 
is limited to CRD programs in Arkansas ,*Dr; Voth hopes 
to extend parts of the statistical analysis nationwide. . 

THE EFFECTS OF TAXATION AND FINANCIAL 
MANAGEME NT POLICIES ON THE DELIVERY UR 
COMMUNITY SERVICES IN RURAL AREAS OF THE STATE 

Taxing and financial management has become a 
critical issue for rural governments faced with high 
interest rates, inflation and an .increased demand for 
delivery of community services in rural areps. Local 
officials from every corner of the South ar^seeking 
technical assistance in the area of financial management, 
Jn 19a@ the Southern Center established a financial 
management project designed to study the effect cff 
taxation and financial management policies oi\the ' 
deliveVy of community services in rural areas. Directed 
by SRDC Research Associate Pamela H. Rodgers, the 
project mailed 1,500 questionnaires to asample of city 
and county officials taken at random from throughout 
the Southern states. The questionnaire focused on 
the many areas of financial management from cash 
management, debt management and records manage- 
ment to program budgeting, insurance pooling and 
grants administration.' An analysis of this data will 
highlight the needs of Southern cbmmunities for finan- 
cial management assistance and indicate the approaches 
communities are now using in financial management. 
In addition to the questionnaire survey of city and 
county officials, Ms. Rodgers completed a study Of 
tHe finapctal condition and tax revenue sources of the 
Southern states in 1980-81. Y 




The results of this study were included in a paper 
entitled "The Southern States' Tax Policies: The 
•Current Position of Southern State Governments 
Awaiting the Impact of the Reagan Budget Cuts." 
Ms. Rodgers presented these research findings at the 
American Socie ty of Pu blic Administration Southeast 
Regional Conference nrJacfcson, Mississippi , October 
198V. She prepared ar?addit?on5t-paper (at the 
request of the Mississippi Cooperative Extension Service 
CRD Program) entitled "State artd Local Governments in 
Fisdal Crisis: A Comparison of.Mississippi and the 
Southern States." This^paper'was later publishedby 
the Mississippi Association of Supervisors monthly 
magazine. • 



\ * 

Using data collected from the mail questionnaire and 
from the study of the financial condition and tax 
Revenue sources of the Southern states, Ms. Rodgers is 
preparing a publication summarizing the .state of ^ * 
Southern financial management in 1*980-81 and providing 
recommendations for extension programs to assist.Iocal 
governments in financial management. 

During 1981, Ms. Rodgers reviewed more than 500 finan- 
cial management publications and training materials and 
prepared annotation^ for inclusjon in a financial manage-v 
ment bibliography, to be printed and distributed through-? 
out the South in 1982. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A SOUTHERN REGIONAL 



RESEARCH DATA BASE: M^EL FOR ACTION 

• This age of improved mass communication offers 
the opportunity for shared research projects and findings 
which are transfer rable to communities across the country 
At the same time, difficulties arise for individual 
researchers when they confront their need to categorire 
and follow the research and findings of their colleagues. 
The need for a mechanism of research information 
exchange has become increasingly important and models 
for the development of such a data base must be 
developed. 

■Research providing information on these issues will 
" assist decisionmakers in .rural areas grapling with 
jjhe complex probIem?"afthe day. The stress on 

interactions between interdisciplinary researchers from # 
throughout the Southland the communication of thSir 

findings will continue to be ap^emphasis of the Southern 

Center.' J he objectives of this project are as follows: 

Objective 1 : Catalog available research data' 

^throughout the Southern region. 

» « ■ * 

^ Objective 2 : Design h model for establishing a cen- 
tril^egional data base. 

Js • ' - ' 

IrTyplementing this project it became necessary to 
. reSuce the project from a general nature to a more 
specific nature^ 'Therefore, a conference is'being pro- 
posed to examine the public use sample of the census > 
bureau as a model for action in the development of one • 
regional research data base. This conference is designed 
to enhance the knowledge, Understanding, and use of the 
public 4 use sample forfrural development research. 
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' RESEARCH NEEDS AND SYNTHESIS IN RURAL * 
DEVELOPMENT -. O 

» 

The Southern Center has^Continued to interact with 
r other rural development researchers throughout the 
"South to initiate, develop arid update a research needs' 
inventoVy on rural development and to provide biblio,- 
graphic and synthesis information on community ser- 
vices and facilities research. E^gtyeSn researchers < 
from 14 Southern land-grant institutions attended a ? 
conference February 4-5 in Atlanta to discuss * rural 
development research agfenda*for the 1980's. The pur- 
pose of the "Research Needs in Rural Development 
and Community Services and Facilities Conference" 
was to identify and rank in importance the research 
areas to be emphasized during this decade* 

The findings of the Atlanta conference were used as a 
basis for designing ^nd initiating 3 regionwide survey' 
on perceptions of research needs in rurbl-development. 
The survey was conducted in two stages. Survey I 
emphasised the determination of relevant areas while 
" •Survey 11 stressed the prioritization of the high- 
priorlfty research areas identified in Survey I. 

Five ^hundred and seventy-nine questionnaires were 
sent to researchers, extension workers and others 
involved in rural development efforts in the Southern 
states. OneJ>«rrtfn&d and eighty-four persons responded 
to the firsf^fuestionnaire. The survey asKed respon-r 
dents ta list five to ten items they consider^ to be 
high-priority research needs in rural development for 
the 1 980*5. These responses were evaluated and 
classified into 135 categories. Community facilities, 
services and institutions; health; community decision- 
making; land use and zoning; and evaluation and * 
training were the top five sub-categories. 

Based on the responses to Survey I, the Southern 
Center staff developed Survey II stressing the 
prioritization of the individual items in the rural 
development research needs sub-categories. All 
items witli 15 or more mentions in Survey I were 
listed and a fretwork of 20 researchers pretested 
Survey II by reviewing the 18 sub-categortes and 
considering their clarity and completeness. Survey II 
^ras-revised according to their recommendations and 
mailed to 63.9 persons working in rural development 
research and extension in the 'South. Of the 639, - 
346 were returned for a response rate of 54 pdrcent. 
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Thfc results from" Survey II were evaluated arid the • 
finfJingsvjiresented in M The Ecstasy and the Agony of. 
Rural Development: Implications for Research" by ^ 
,WiIlian\.W. Under at the Rural Sociological Society 
meeting in'Cuelph, Canada, on August 22, J 991. The 
top- five categories for res.earcn were as follows: 
impact of growth and development on the demand for 
and costs of sef vices, water resources, iwpact of 
energy shortages and inflation, health care, and 
preservation of farmland. 

In" addition to conducting jthe V&gional survey, the 
SRDC reviewed and catalogued more than 200 publi-* 
cations in the community services and facilities 
research §rea. Brief (descriptions of each public^uin 
h&ve beeto prepared for inclusion in an ^nnotateof 
bibliography. ^ • I ' 

In view of increasing trav£l costs and budget con- 
straints including the possibility of np additional 
fundina for the regional* rural development centecs, the 
meeting of the community services and facilities network 
and advisory Network was Ranged to contacts through 
mail,, telephone ♦and individual conferences with members 
at other meetings and conferences. Plans were-formi^- 
rated for the project to be done in-housfe with the center 
director and research associate to conduct'the primary 
work. ~~ , 

The Southern Center conducted a solicitation of pro- 
posals from ^ural development/research personnel in 
the South in order to fund' development of a tiiblib- , 
grapfiy and synthesis of 'research findings in^wo 
specific areas of community services and facilities. 
The two areas chosen were water policy and public 
education. In addition, the Southern Center* began 
preparation of a selected bibJidcJraphy'and synthesis 
statement-inthe areas of Municipal bonds and rural 
roads and bridges, both Of 'which are subtopics of 
community services and facilities. A more thorough 
discussion of each of these four community services 
and facilities projects appears below. * 

» r 4 ' ■ • /■ 

; 1. Dimensions of Regional Community Water 
Policy— Drought conditions, increases in a demand for 
water and predictions of a water shortage are only \ 
a few reasons why community leaders atad Qther citi- 
zens are beginning. to experience a newSwar*nes$ of. 
water management and its critical effect on high living 
standards. .This new awareness of water policy issues 
creates new information needs. Dimensions of regional 
water issues ciraw upott hydrology / meterology, . 
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climatology, ecology, engineering, biology, economics, 
law and other's ubjects. Croups and individuals 
interested in modifying or implementing' state or regional 
water policies must understand and assimilate £erm- 
fnology, concepts and factual material from this 
variety of sources aftd disciplines..^ 

, v - 

Dr. Roy Carriker of the, University of Florida is 
directing the SRDC effort to deygtop^n annotated 
bibliography of selected* ]iterafcur£ on dimensions of 
regional and Community water; pQHcy tssues in the * 
Southern region, this prbject will provider systematic 
search pf the literature publishedjn the'pastTive 
years in four general subtopical areas and then 
develop a list of titles within each area. No*more- 
than 50 titles will be selepted from within each sub- 
topical area and then a one-pa ragraph abstract will . 
be prepared fcrr infclusii^in/in the„ bibliography. A 
synthesis will be prepared to summarize the essence 
of each subtopical area and its relevance for regional 
water policy. - 

2. " Impact of Population ancl Economic -Growth on 
- the Demand for and Costs of PuBlic Education in Rural. - 
America —The South has? been, a foajQr recipient af ' 
people and employment growth brought afc>out by the 
population turnaround of the past decade, this 
growth has occurred principally in the small towns and * 
rural communities of the South' and has necessitated 
major adjustments in:public service ^provision. Com- 
munity economic impact Shalyses conducted in 'several 
Southern states have indicated that-publically provided 
Hpr imary and secondary educational services are*severely 
Affected by changing populatibn growth due to immigra- 
tion and reductions in historical batterps of outm^gration. 
Educational services represent the major expenditure 
item in local government budgets. Failure to antici- 
pate growth and decline of demand for educational * m 
services can result in unnec^sary expenses in local 
school systems. 

t 

A corollary issue relates to the -hi ah income elasticity 
of demand for quality education at^the primar*y and, 
secondary level. NewcomeKs to rural areas often have 
higher per capita incomes jth^n native residents and ^ 
demand a higher quality educational; program. The 
fiscal response of local «pvemments is constrained by 
rigidities of local cultures and local tax structures/ 

Research on thess issues h scattered amjbhg diverse 
disciplines and is fragmented in. scope arid depth. A 
synthesis of the research in this a'jjea should be . / 
helpful to researchers and extension workers concerned 
with the impacts' of community* grow-tiji on public services. 
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Dr. Brady J. Deaton of Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University is directing this SRDC project, 
•to provide an 'annotated bibliography and synthesis 
regarding the determinants of and attempts to model 
the supply and dejnand of primary and secdncfary 
public education in rural areas of the U.S. 

Dr. Deaton and his research teanf have completed a pre- 
liminary review of articles in agricultural economics 
publications relating to ^ural secondary and primary 
education. Based on this literature, the researchers 
deve!oped;an outline for the synthesis highlighting 
three ipajoV issue areas: community^demand^ education 
supply, and alternative financing and jts affect on 
local supply and demand, ^hey have initiated a 
review of political science and economic journals in * 
order to identify further themes and -related literature. 

Sihce fecdciometric attempts to model the supply and 
demand foe primary and secondary educational ser- 
vices have been rudimentary, a synthesis in this area 
might.be useful in assessing econometric methods 
and techniques used in estimating the supply and + 
demand of public education. The results should be 
directly useful for upgrading the quality of techni- 
ques used in various community economic impact 
models as well as providing direction for future # 1 
research jn this area. . * 1 

3. the Impact of Conditions in the Municipal 
B ond MaTketon Community Services and Facilities— 
Pederal budget cuts and ^.unstable municipal bond 
market threaten to cut off two of the most important 
sources of funding used by local governments for 
development of essential community services and facili- 
ties-. A bibliography and synthesis of the collected 
data regarding unstable conditions in the municipal 
boncl market and tl^ subsequent impact on community 
services and facilities wiH provide a valuable insight 
for local decision-makers in their efforts to allocate 

the resources that are available. . • * 
* 

Gerry Williams, research. analyst at the Southern • 
Center, directs this prefect. Ms. Williams is completing 
her review of publications for the bibliography with 
emphasis in .the following areas: (1) functiorr of the 
Municipal Securities Market in relation to state and 
local -governments, (?) trends in the market from 1976 
through the present*, and (3) ^measures designed to 
Improve bond market access for local, governments. 
This research project will seek to identify possible . 
solutions for community leaders faced with increased 
demands for community services and shrinking resources 
with which -to provide these services. 



23 



19 



As*? result of her researchin this area, Ms, Williams 
prepared and delivered a discussion entitled "Bond 
Market Access 11 to a pre- conference workstiop held 
prior to the American Society of Public Administration 
Southeast Regional Conference ip JacksoYi,* Mississippi, 
October 3, 1981. * « 

4. Rural Transportation: Roads and Bridges — 
An adequate transportation system i? one of the com- 
muniTy services which is essential for the economic 
and social well being of the rural popylation. Rural 
roads and bridges are a vital part of that system. 
The typical rural family relies on the* road system * 
for essential communication between town and city 
service centers. Children are £used to- school. 
Farm produce is shipped to the market, and the farm 
family must travel these roads to buy farm supplies 
and household goods. In addition, many rural \ 
families have one or mor6 members who commute to fac- 
tory or service jobs just as regularly as families who , 
live in the cities. \ 

Many of theTural roads in existence today were built^ 
in the early 1900's gnd about 70 percent of today's " % 
rural bridges are* estimated to have been built before^ • 
1935." Many, of these roads andlDridges do not meet 
reasonable stat^darcfs for use today. Other roads 
that are adequate now will-deteriorate if funds are 
'not available for required maintenance. ^ ^ 

. . Legislators 'and local officials are asking for information 
ana decisionmaking tools to help^jrietermine priorities • 
for replacement, repair or abanaonnhent of roads 
an^ -bridges. In order to bring about a greater trans- 
fer of knowledge in, this area, the Southern Center 
initiated a rural roads and bridges research project 
to provide a synthesis, of information now available 
and to publish an annotated bibliography of publica- 
tions usefuhto Research, extension and the usfer 
coifltounity. 

/The Southern Center planned and prepared the program 
for a Research Seminar on Rural Roads and Bridges to 
be held in Nashville on November 19-20, 1981. The 
seminar was designed'to exchange information on' 
research findings pertaining to rural roads and bridges, 

° In preparation for the seminar, the Southern Center ~ 
prepared a preliminary bibliography to be updated 

^St^aHater date and prepared a paper on financing , 
for rural roads andJ>ridges. 
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COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVES PROGRAM 
(CIRCUIT RIDER) - " 

This project is jointly funded by research and 
extension "and is-explained on page seven of this 
publication. 

Recording and' disseminating what is taking place and 
what is being established in rural development through 
out the region is ^>ne of the priorities of the centers 
One way this task is accomplished is through a con- 
stant publishing effort to provide,educators and^ 
researchers with up-to-date information relevant to c 
the problems of the rural Southerner. The Southern 
Center accomplishes this information dissemination 
through the followfng means: 

SRDC PUBLICATION SERIES 

TheSRDC Publications Series contains 43 titles. 
Some. of these publications were developed as specific 
responses to an immediate need while otfiers were , 
regular reports • Those publications prepared 
during 1981 include the following: 

r % 

#39 Annual Progress Report, 1 980 
#40 SRDC Progress Report, 1974- 1 981 
#41 .CRD Plans of Work, Southern States, 1980-81 
* (in progres^T 4 

\%kTA Proceedings of a Workshop on Research Needs 
y for Establishing Viable Public Policy for Soil 
Conservation and Land Use (in progress) 
; #*i'? Directory of Rural Development Researchers 
\ in "the South (in progress) 

The CRD Plan or Work/ the workshop proceedings 
and j directory of researchers were prepared and par- 
tially printed during 1981 but will not be distributed 
until the next fiscal year. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND SYNTHESIS SERIES / 

Publication of a bibliography "and synthesis paper 
have been- among the outcomes of most of the Southern 
Center's networks and research projects. These pub- 
lications were designed to provide a state-of-the-art 
knowledge, h^ad for use by researchers and community 
development l^ecialists. Only three bibliographies 
and syntheses were published furing the 1981 fiscal 
year as a result of having concluded most of the SRDC 
networks in 1980. This fiscal year began a new series 
of projects which will produce publications beginning 
in 1982. Those publieatjons completed during 1981 
include the following: / 
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#9 Bibliography: Land Use Issues,. 
#11 Synthesis: University Knowledge/T.edfinology 
Tr^rrisfer and Public Decision-Making: Review,. 
Synthesis and Alternative Models (in progress)* - ^ 

#12 Case Studies: The University as a Resource' 
System for Public Needs: Responding to the- '* 
} a Research Needs of Decision-Makers "(fn prpg'i*§s.s) 

Both publications #11 and #12 were prepared and partiaftjg^ 
printedjiurfng 19$1 but will not be, distributed, until the ^ 
next fi|$^tyear, . \ • 

srdc Magazine - rural development research 

AND EDUC^gUp'N * ' ' 

To aid in disseminating valuabTe and pertinent rural 
development research and programming information 
throughout thiTS&uth, the Southern ^Center began pub- 
lication of a quarterly magazine in 1976, The Center 
continued to receive requests in 1981 for past issues of^— m 
the magazine, but bjudget constraints interrupted 
publication of additional issues during the : early., 
part pf the year. As funding became more certain, howj 
ever, preppt*ation of the magazine resumed but again^. 
became interrupted as the SRP©^itoK^assbmed' publishing 
responsibilities for a large project undertaken as part 
of the SRDC committment to the Conferences on Rural 
Development and the Predominately Black Institution^ . . 
Publications for this conference and other special pro- 
jects of the SRDC prohibited preparation of the magflpf 
zine during this fiscal year. * 

SRDC NEWSLETTER - CAPSULES % 

Since preparation o£a quarterly magazine was both 
costly in terms of finances and .time, the SRDC editor • * 
began a newsletter that could be circulated more quickly 
and at less cost to the Center. While the newsletter, 1 
Capsules , was never meant to replace the magazine,* it 
became a means'of disseminating information in brief^ 
form. The magazine, on the other hand, Will still be 
used for indepth reporting of research and CRD efforts 
$ throughout the regioft. 

• 

Two issues of the newsletter were distributed late in ' * 
the fisdiLyear, Each issue was sent to. more tharv<J,800 
persons^»?olved in communityvdeveJopiment, civic 
improvlrapm', recreation, planning/ 'government, edu- ^ \- 
cation, afid a variety of organizations and agencies 
working fn rural development. 
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SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS 

1. ftural Development Training Packet — The 
Southern Center continues to receiv^req^uests for the 
rural development training packet introduced in 1978. 
Requests have come from alJ parts of the United States 
and from such foreign countries as India, Canada and 
Australia* 

2. Proceedings of the Conference on Rural 
Development and the Predominately Black Institutions— 

Two proceedings were developed for this Houston con- 
ference. TheS$DC transcribed, edited and published 
a traditional proceedings of the conference and then 
* prepared an eight-page tabloid newspaper highlighting 
each of the conference presentations and the work 
groud reports. Copies of both proceedings we re dis- 
tribut^to conference participants and 1890 institutions 
by the coMsJ*n?ce planning committee, and nearly 1,000 
copies of the tablofd were distributed to educators, 
researchers and community development professionals 
in the region. 

SRDC LI&RARY AND MATERIALS ON LOAN — 

The &RDt library contains morejhan 2,000 publications 
on all phases.of rural development. Individual publica- 
tions can be provided on a loan basis to professionals 
throughout jthe region or copi.es can be made of tbe 
literally hundreds of articles and {Duplications submitted 
by extension educators, researchers; and public and 
private agencies involved in rural development. Iri 
addition to publications, the SRDC library contains 
a limited number of rural development training aids 
which can bs loaned to professionals within the region. 

The SRDC continually brings experts across state 
.lines and from various disciplines to focus on problems 
common to the region. A listing and description/6f * 
those workshops and seminars either fully 0£H*artially 
fuhded by the Southern Center includes the following: 

CONF ERENCE ON RESEARCH NEEDS IN RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES AND 
FACILITIES ~~T~ 

Eighteen researchers from 14 Southern land-grant 
institutions attended this research conference February 
H-,S in Atlanta to discuss a rurai development agenda 
for the 1980"$. The purpose of the conference was to 
identify and rank in importance the research, areas to be 
'. emphasized during, this decade. The findings of the con- 
ference were used as a. basis for designing and initiating 
a regionwide survey on perceptions of research needs 
in rural development. 
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CONFERENCE ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE 
PREDOMINATELY BLACK INSTITUTIONS 

The Southern Center provided partial funding for 
this unique effort to brfng together community leaders 
and representatives of predominately black educational 
institutions. More than 160 participants from 16 states 
met in Houston February 19-21 to discuss how 1890 
institutions can best provide educational assistance to 
improve the quality of life for rural residents throughout 
the South. In addition to serving as a funding agency, 
the Southern Center also made a significant contribution 
as one of the conference coordinators. The center 
director served as a member of the planning committee 
while the SRDC editor coordinated all printed materials 
for the conference. These materials* included brochures, " 
conference programs, reservation forms, hotel reserva- 
tion forms/ banquet tickets, nametags, note pads and 
conference Spiders. - The SRDC also transcribed, edited 
and printed a conference proceedings while at the same 
time preparing an eight-page tabloid newspaper sum- 
marizing the three-day conference. 

NATIONAL EXTENSION LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKSHOP 

The Southern Center cooperated with other organiza- 
tions in providing financial assistance for this national 
workshop. About 90 persons from throughout the 
nation met May 26-27 in Kansas City, Missouri, for the 
workshop. * 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT DECISION-MAKING (IMPACT 
ANALYSIS) WORKSHOP 

Nine representativesfrom seven Southern states 
met September 30 through October 2 in Atlanta to assess 
growth impact analysis programs now in use and to plan 
for a regional "hands-on 11 training session for effective 
transfer of these programs to other Southern states. 
The workshop participants planned a regional training 
session using the computer facilities of the University 
of Kentucky during the spring of 1982* * 

STAT E CONFERENCE ON LOCAL FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT F6ft COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS 

The Southern Center provided staff assistance for 
this statewide Mississippi conference which drew more ♦> 
than 300 local officials to Jackson on March 12. Research 
Associate Pamela H. Rodgers, center associate for the 
SRDC financial management network, helped plan the 
Jackson conference and moderated two sessions. The t 
Southern Centeir also provided publication assistance. 
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Five follow- up conferences using the same approach 
and materials were helc^at later dates in different 
areas of the state* 

a 

OTHER CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 

-- The center provided travel Expenses' for 
Dr. Daniel Godfrey, administrator for extension pro- 
grams at North Carolina AST State University, and 
Mr. J.B. Williams, state community resource development 
leader in Arkansas, to serve as the Southern repre- 
sentative to the "CRD in the '$0s" meeting in Washington, 
D.C. 

— Research Associate Pamela H. Rodgers served 
on the steering committee for regional workshops^on 
designing educational programs for health agency 
boards. The workshops were funded by the Kellogg 
Foundation and sponsored by the Institute for Health 
Planning and the' Pennsylvania State University 
Cooperative Extension Service. 

— The SRDC director responded to a request to 
discuss rural education needs- at the "The Second 
Conference on the Future of Education in the South- 
east." The conference was hekKNovember 8-11, 1980, 
in Orlando, Florida. * * 

— The SRDC director presented a paper entitled t 
"The Ecstasy and the Agony of Rural Development^ 
Implications for Research" at the Rural Sociological * 
Society meeting August 22 in Cueiph, Canada. • . 

Oct. 1 Attended steering committee meeting for 

regional workshops on designing education 
programs for health agency boards, 
Covington, KY - ' 

- . * -> ■ 

Oct. 4 2-3 ' Attended Planning Committee meeting 
^fsr Conference on Rural Development 
^aTid the Predominately Black Institutions' 
/- 

Attended CRD Southern Training 
Workshop, New Orleans » 

# , 

Southern University Public Service . 
Programs Organizations, Atlanta - , 

Made presentation at Second Conference 
on the Future of Education in the 
Southeast, Orlando) FL * ' 

SRDC Bpard Meeting, Atlanta ., 



Oct. 27-30 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 8-11 

Nov. 18 ' 
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Dec. 4-5 
Dec. 16-17 
Feb. 2-5 

No 

Feb. 9:12 
Feb. 18-22 



March 12 „ 



* April 13-15 
^pril 16. - 

April 28-29' 
, May 4-7 

May 8-9 ; 



May 13-14 
June 9-1 Q 

June 10-11^ 
June 11 



Attended Planning Committee meeting for 
Conference on Rural Development and the 
Predominately Black Institutions, Atlanta 

Assisted Prairie View A & M University 
in confejjeae^grrangements for RD con- 
ference^fHoustort) , 

Attended SAAS; research conference 
following SAAS 

Attended "CRD in the 80's" conference; 
-participated with-other center directors 
in program planning, Washington, <D.C. 

•o 

Conference on Rural Development and the 
Predominately Black Institutions, Houston 

State Conference on Local Financial 
Management, Jackson, MS; moderated two 
sesssions 0 

Attended meeting of Southern Extension 
Directors, Charleston, SC 

9 

Met with Southern Regipnal Education 
Board and Southern Legislative Conference, 
Atlanta 

CRD meeting; Atlanta 

Attended meeting ofcSouthern Experiment 
Station Directors, Oklahoma ' 

Mississippi Chapter of the American 
Society for Public Administration, 
Longbeach, MS; moderator for panel on 
programs available for technical assistance 
to small cities and communities 

Southern Natural Resource Economics 
Committee meeting, Fayetteville, AR - 

\ 

Post-conference committee meeting,^ 
Conference on Rural Development and 
the Predominately Black Institutions* 
Houston, 

Met with Rural-and Agricultural Crime 
Network (Keith Carter and Lionel 
Beaulieu); Gainesville, FL 

Sduthern Legislative Conference, Orlando 
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June 16-19 CRD meeting, Athens, GA 

June 18-20 Attended mee|j^g of Southern Extension 
Public Affairs Committee, Daytona Beach, 
FL 

June 29-30 Met with VPI officials regarding Rural 
Agricultural Crime Education Network, 
Richmond, VA; visited Virginia State 
College, Petersburg 

July 1 * Attended Community Development and 

Leadership Conference, Alcorn State 
University, Lorman, MS 

0 

July 2 Attended "Budgeting Under Reappraisal 

Workshop," Jackson, MS 

July 7 Met with J. B. Williams, University of 

Arkansas 

July 8 Met with Jim Nelson, Jim Mosley and 

Gary Holland at Oklahoma state 
University 

July 9 .Presented speech at Oklahoma Tax 

Assessors meeting, Stillwater/OK 

July 13-1 U Met with Hoover Carden, Prairie View 
A & M 

> 

July 15-16 Met with Dr. Dan Pfamistiel and Dr. 

Dennis Fisher at Texas A & M University 
regarding small business management 
network « 

July 26-27 Attended meeting of Agricultural 
Economics Association, Clemson 
University 

July 28 Met with Dr. J.C. Nyankori of Clemson 

regarding banking deregulation net- 
work 

July 29 Met with Lonnie Jones, Mite Wise and 

others regarding growth impact analysis 
network . 

Aug. 18-23 Made presentation at Rural Sociological 
Society meeting, University of Guelph, 
Canada \ 

Aug. 24 Met with Kellogg Foundation official^ 

regarding possible .funding , 
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Aug. 26 Met with Jim Hildreth at Farm Foundation 



Sept. 1*M7 Attended National Public Policy Educatjpn 
Conference, Stone Mountain, GA 



Evaluation of the plan of work for the SRDC is a reg- 
ular item on the work schedule ofihe staffr The 
Solrthern Center staff frequently assesses the progress 
of ^r^xenter in meeting the goals annually^approved 
by the Board of Directors. Accomplishments toward 
these goals constitute^he guidelines for evaluations 
* of work being done. The findings in, this annual 
progress report are based upon this evaluation. 

Staff mefnbers for the regional center during 1981 * 

include the following: 

> • » 

1. Dr. Williarrt W. Under, Director 

2. Dr. Jerome L. Burton, Associate Director 

3. Pamela H. Rodgers, Research Associate 

4. Gerry H. Williams, Research .Analyst 

5. Dr. Charles J.D. Tillman, Rural Development 
Specialist 

6. Sue H. Jones, Editor 

7. Bonnie Teater, Secretary 

8. Sheila Buckner, Secretary, 

9. David Miles, 1 Printer 

The Center collaborates with many other faculty through- 
out the region on research and extension projects on a 
contributeti-time basis. A close review of this report 
tpdicates the use of their expertise. 

* # 

Dr. Jerome L. Burton, extension administator for 
Alcorn State University, was appointed in 1981 by ASU 
President Walter Washington to serve as theSRDC 
associate director. XinkJng the 1890 institution with 
Mississippi Stale University as co-sponsors of the regional 
center, the appointment filled a vacancy left by 
Dr. William Qoykiri of Alcorn State when be" retired in 
1980. ,Other staff changes included the hiring of 
Gerry H. Wiffiams as~a~research analyst and Sheila 
Buckner as a secretary'. Ms. Buckner replaced Mary 
Burkett, who resigned to continue her graduate edu- 
cation. 
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ADMINISTRATION The center is directed by a Board*of Directors which_ 

k includes four extension directQrs, four experiment 

* ' . station directors and a representative .fronri the pri- 

vate sector within the Southern region (elected by 
the board members). Each board member is appointed 
for a three-y^r'term. Those comprising the Board f 
of Directorate : 

* * ' Dr. D. M % Briggs ' y ~ 

Assi sta n t D irector 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
University of- Arkansas 
Fayetteyille, AR 27201 \ 

* Mr. William H. Cranfon* ' 
Director, Agricultural Development 
/ Central Power artH Light Company 
P.O. Box 2121 
Corpus Christ! , TX 78403 

Dr % Jamesl. Q aw son 
Associate Dean for Extension 
Alabama ASM University 
P.O. Box 53 
Normal^ AL 35762 

Dr. Talmadge DuVall * 

* rf . Director . 

Cooperative Extensidn Service 
v University of Georgia 

Athens, CA 30G01 

6 

• « V 

Dr. R. Rodney Foil * < 
Director ^ ' 
Mississippi Agricultural and 

Forestry Experiment Station * \ 

Mississippi State, MS 39762 

Dr. B.D. Maybefry * 
Dean . % 
School of Applied S&ences 
Tuskegee Institute f 
Tuskegee Institute/ AL 36088 

Dr. Daniel Pf^nnstief • 
/ Director * - • 

Agricultural Extension Service 
Tfcxas ASM University * • 
\ Col.lege Station, TX 77843 1 t \ ' 



Dr. A>-UL Snell 
Associ ate-XUr ector 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
204 Barre Hall 

Clem son University , . 

Clemson, SC 29631 ' 

r 

^Dr. Michael Sprott 
Director 

^ Cooperative Extension Service 
Auburn University 
Auburn, AL 36830 

Dr. W. M. Bost, chairman of the board since the center 
began in 1974, retired during 1981. Dr. Michael Sprott 
of Auburn University replaced Dr. Bost as the ninth 
member of the board, but selection of a new chairman 
was postponed until the 1982 board meeting. 
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The SRDCisone of.fetjr regional rural development 
centers in the nation. It coordinates cooperation 
between the Research ^(Experiment Station) and 
Extension (Cooperative Extension Service) staffs at 
land-grant institutions in the South to p/oyide tech- 
nical consultation, research, training, and evaluation 
services for rural development. This publication is one 
of several published by the Center on various needs; 
program thrusts, and research efforts in rural develop- 
ment For more information about SRDC activities 
and publications, write to the Director, 

t 
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Southern Rural Development Center 
Box 5406 

Mississippi State, MS 39762 



*The Southern Rural Development Center is an 'Equal Opportunity Organization providing research, educational information, and 
other services QpJy to individuals and institutions that function without regard to race, color, sex or national origin. SRDC is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer, * ^ 
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